Of all the links that scholars have proposed between Qumran and the New Testament, the idea of a close relation between the Scrolls and the Johannine literature is one of the earliest suggestions and certainly one of the most debated ones.
commentaries on the Johannine literature; e.g., the works of Raymond E. Brown, 7 George Beasley-Murray, and D. Moody Smith, from whom we learn of "close contacts" 8 and "remarkable similarities" 9 between the Scrolls and the Gospel, or even between the Essene sect and the Johannine author.
While Kuhn only claimed to have found the "mother soil" of Johannine thought in Palestinian Judaism of a nonorthodox, or-as he thought-gnostic, type, 10 other scholars such as Frank Cross and William Albright went even further and drew consequences regarding the authenticity and historical reliability of the Fourth Gospel. Whereas the historical value of the Fourth Gospel had been heavily disputed by critical scholarship since the 19th century, 11 the parallels in the Scrolls now appeared as a proof of "authentic historical material which first took form in an Aramaic or Hebrew milieu." 12 The Scrolls were taken as a confirmation that the Fourth Gospel contained no less than "the memories of the Apostle John" himself. 
